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A FEW HINTS ON THE DOMESTIC CIRCLE. 


BY ELDER JOB sMITH. 


nonecan claim tobe of morereal importance 


-to-all, than the good management of this } 


ry of mankind—the domestic circle. 
‘In it we were brought up, our manners 
‘atid a proportion of our tempers were 
there; in it we are now to be 
‘found, and none of us are t from its 


duties in some way or other. There are, 
also, some very important sibilities 


‘connected with the management thereof. 
The abuse or neglect of these, is what 
commonly involves the rising generation 
-in darkness, and implants in them the 


‘spirit of rebellion, not only against the 


counsels and rules of their earthly parents, 

- but against the commandments and ordi- 
ances of God, which are essential to the 
salvation of every soul of man. 

The responsibilities to which I refer, 
rest upon every individual who holds the 
title of husband or father, for with it is 
inseparably connected the responsibility to 
a great extent of the conduct of those in- 
‘dividuals to whom he stands in the above 
relationship. 

_ As in many instances in this country, 
there is aggreat neglect of duty in these 

i of those professedly holding 
the name of Saints, caring as little about 
the management of their little flock, as 
perhaps, care about things that do 
not concern them; it is thought that a 
few remarks on the subject could not be 
inapplicable or untimely. Should they 
meet the notice of any to whom they may 


their benefit, with a request that 
should set their houses in order. -: = 
As, in most cases, the exterior * 


ance of a man is an index to what is con- - 


tained within him, so when we behold the 
order which is kept in the private circle 
of any one’s family, we may readily as- 
certain what class he himself belongs to, 
and what order there is kept within his 
breast. Where reason and Divine reve- 
lation guides the one, it generally does 
the other. But if he, himself, be not 


‘guided by good principles ; if there is not 


order in his own habits, economy, &c., it 
is vanity to look for it in the province or 
family over which he presides. Besides, 
if all the propensities and appetites of his 
body are not governed by his will, it is 


utterly vain to suppose that his family will 


be, unless, indeed, the governed are more 
capable of governing than the governor. 
“His will must be guided by the principles 
of reason, and (in the Church of Christ) 
Revelation, and these will make him per- 
fectly master of himself, and of all 

whom Gop entrusts to his charge. The 
will gl game by the light, it is quali- 
fied to lead every other compartment of 
his system and family correctly, but with- 
out this, the command of the man being 
in the dark, all that is led thereby must be 
in the dark also. And if when the mind 


is enlightened, it be not rendered potent 


by a subserviency of his natural propensi- 
ties unto it, it continues to be unqualified 
for the business of governing anything 
that is around. Thus we may see, that 


| Che Latter-Bap Saints’ 
HE THAT HATH AN BAR, LET HIM HEAR WHAT THE SPIRIT SAITH 
|| 
Of all subjects which interest. mankind, 
apply, they are most humbly inscribed for pe 
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‘unqualified to rule all 
order whi 


- me know the . 
- will tell you what the spirit of the Branch 
is, imm 
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the first | 
without which nothin 
— is the controlling 


to all governin yjects— 
be done 
the individual called 


self. If disorder exist in the “unruly 


members” of his own body, he may very 
naturally expect the same result amon 

all those who are under his charge; for 
the same spirit that guides the head will 
be sure to diffuse itself toa greater or less 


_ degree through all the system, let it be 


great or st whether it be composed of 
only two individuals, or of a nation as 

as the British. Many of the Saints 
and Elders in Israel may from this be 
able to form some slight idea where 
the fault is, when they find themsélves 
is under their 
care, in righteousness, or to set that in 
their senses tells them is out 
of order. I recollect well an expression 
made use of by Elder Willard Richards, 
when he first visited England, at a 


- Conference, said he, “show me the Presi- 


dent of a Branch of the Church, and let 
qpirit which he has, and I 


iately.” 
As we have found that a government 
of self is a necessary qualification for go- 


_verning others, it follows that no man 


need undertake the latter task until he 


- has accomplished the former, unless he 
. wishes to meet with a failure. 


Every individual who governs at all, 
should be as potent in his sphere as a so- 
vereign upon a throne, and if he governs 


‘in righteousness should be accounted as 
noble. 


Be it otherwise, and anarchy is 
the result ; confusion is there, and trouble 
follows in the train. His mandates, if 


_ righteous ones, should be strictly obeyed, 
_—for they never will come in contact 


with any other righteous ones delivered 


at or small. But he 
must adopt the principle of love, himself, 


and govern by it, or it cannot be said that 


he governs in righteousness. If he does 


- not seek their interest as he does his own, 
' nay, if their interest is not his own, per- 
- fectly and undivided, trouble, sin, and ruin 


must follow the steps he takes..: 
These remarks will serve to show, in 


relation to the family circle, that the man 
' is to be the head in his own house, and 
- that all 
his charge should ‘be willing to abide by 


ies committing themselves to 


. by a higher sovereign,—and due respect 

I paid to him, and thus order, love, and oi 
- goodwill, will prevail throughout his do- 
- minions, be they 
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| his teachings and counsels, so far as they 


are in keeping with the laws of God— 
the Gospel of the Son Jesus Christ. Every ' 
family, if founded upon true principles, 

we may view as a kingdom in embryo, the 
foundation of a tribe, to be, for what we 
know, so extensive, that its members may — 
be—like those of the family or tribe of 
Abraham—countless as the sands the 
sea-shore. It is needless to a t we 
believe these will all be governed by their 
first as well as last forerunner, because 
the Saints, at least, know it already; they 


should, therefore, always be obedient to 
him whose ce they enjoy, and the 
fruit of whose loins’ are. The pre- 


cept that, “ obedience is better than sacri- 
fice, and to hearken than the fat of rams,” 
is equally applicable here, as it is in the 
case te which it is most commonly ap- — 
plied. It is from small seeds that 

trees grow, and out of a little neglect in 
the foundation of a family the whole 
structure becomes a: wreck. For “ the 
want of a horse-shoe nail,” we read that 
in the end, “ the rider was lost;” so also 
for the want of order in a family the 
minds of the rising generation are un- 
trained, their tempers uncontrolled, their 
habits unsettled, or evil ones acquired, and 
thus they are unfitted to carry out the 
measure and object of their creation, 
which is the great end which we all wish 
to carry out. I look forward to the ri- 
sing generation to carry the | iples of 
life and salvation to the chil of men, 
with even more power than any of us are 
able to do, which t they will if they receive 
that treatment which is due to them from 
the present mature generation of Saints. 
But if no care be taken to teach them 
right, to govern them right, but above all 
to give them a good example, we may ex- 
to see from them nothing better than 
the spectacle of sin, misery, and poverty 
everywhere staring us in the eyes at 
sent, which, when we are gone, will be 


enough to trouble and vex: our ae 
spirits and make us miserable; letting 
alone the rod of the justice of, God to be 
inflicted upon us for our abuse of the pre- 
cious blessings entrusted to our care. 
Now is the important time for a change 
in the morals of society. The Kingdom 
of God again being upon’ the earth, and 
we being permitted to enter into it, let us 
arise and do what we can, as well in the 
reformation of our family arrangements, 
as in exposing the evil dogmas and prac- 


| 


\ 


Frequen 
of | them by th party 
other, and in this way the seeds of rebel- 
lion are sown in the young and tender 
minds of those who before were innocent. 


2 


witnessed by those who look into family called Saints, the men of the world, — 
be ing to the feelings | di ie 

of t] . the Star, there-| tage to rumour abroad what a 
ut e ~ in or one tin t out 


given him to the evil 


& foul spirit, no longer holds| the int 
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in, for what 
We will'‘now go and tm ‘has 20 maliciously inflicted upon the other. 
aginary look at the ide circle of the 
self-government, as the 
their conjugal career. I do not expect 
present a picture of all the evils and d 
Crepanicies found to exist in such places, | They, doubtless, will follow the —-> : 
‘bat ‘only:such as have struck my atten--| and when they grow up become like th 
tion the most forcibly in roaming through te wicked persons; at | 
the world. In consequence of a lack of | least, they may do for all that the parents 
‘this accomplishment before referred to, we | have done to save them from it. 
an- | either of the parents are not 80. easily root- 
et acu ely a of the| ed out, as many may suppose, for if it 
jold and the ready, gen dag does not lead them to curse those against 
PO gow becomes necessary d aj whom they have taken a dislike, it leads 
end come in, enya “have been | them to a disaffection which causes them 
‘having a few words.” Disorder and a/| to distrust 
bad spitit have inflicted a wound which | righteously, and act in sincerity towards 
‘will require ‘a time to thoroyghly | them. And in this way disobedience is, 
heal up. “It sca ever ends at “a few/| or may be provoked, and the children 
words.” All’the horrid features of the 
‘bad tempers of each individual now show 
themselves, and that which was all honey 
a short time ago becomes bitterness and | Micky Caree | 
into temptation, and is found to act worse | 
than the beasts dreds of different societies and churches— 
influence of liquor. gracious- there would be ten to one in the same | 
consort forgets the sweet affection which | proportion of numbers. But this is no : 
was and ought still to be cherished in| excuse for us notwithstanding—our light | 
their hearts, and breaks out into strains ones She we ought to “ glorify our | 
which in due time give her the hateful} father which is in heaven.” $y ! 
of a “ scolding wife!” The a breach of | 
man O a family inflicts, 
time fas to elapse before a wound thus| vants of sin, the natural affection is mar- | 
- infficted ‘can ‘be ‘healed ; but we ask, is| red, the sacred ties of the heart become | 
this all? If it were, there would ‘not be ope thing to 
as much cause for ne to take up my pen her they become hateful in each | 
on the subject, but the fact that it would ch other a hell,. | 
the evils be the comfors | 
hich these kind of convulsions give birth lives. Death, | 
Boge me to write on this subject. hurried om. in 4 
little children, if any are in the way. driven into, so | 
will be sure to take up one side or the| his, it is. ) 
ether not knowing which either, right, regard is paid 
‘and perhaps make vows, not to love | pur and obey * | 
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in. 7 
|. We now the part of our’ 


any case 


lit 


ous with “stranger” (comp. Exod, ii, 


he Wad a stranger (~12) in Midian. oth 
fore means “estrange” or “ divorce.” | 


This is also the opinion of Onkelos: he trans- 


Aivorce,” but. | 
CRAIN. Exod. 19) he translates! 


(comp. Lev. xxi). In the Tal- 


mother.endaon; for by divorcing: the mother 


| weet ier’ (Gen. 21. 


14 


‘the time from 


dates in the 
dates ‘can be fi 
period of our history, and 


are now arrived in the course of our in- 
vestigation at the second portion portion of the 


ife, | same, viz., the Post-Mosaic 
Yet before we proceed with our 
the fe 
remarks 


{has modified he same in some instances, 


cher son wea notidivorced, except he divorced. 


we afte now arrived at, was 


| Weliave, with our last chapter, 
| the Ante-Mosaic 


the husband sont his wife from his how 
wie for’ effecting a ULIC LIIUULICL DUS YCU OVUEL 
however, wis possessed only May hus- | ses where both weére divorced together | | 
cotiinand; “And he {the’'man] shall gc son.’ ‘Thus we his mo- 
vern thee: [the woman }”:(comp. | 
the creation of the‘world ‘to the close Or | 
the Jewish patriarchal ‘period ‘about 2245 | 
| 
Wé have divided our history mto periods | 
| 
| 
ham, “Divorce* this bondwoman and | 
son;t for the son of this bondwoman sl | 
not he heir with my son, even with Iss WOOL UE 
But: the thing was ~— grievous in| the Mosaic law—has not uprooted the 
Abraham's sight, because of hisson. And| foundation and the ‘basis upon which the | 
God-said. unto Abraham, Let it not be/ history of marriage among the Jews in | 
gtievous- in thy sight because of the lad. | | 
. « . in-all that Sarah hath said unto thee | 
m rose up in morning many marriages; yet it has no 
took. bread, and a bottle of water, and | positive’ change in the primeval statutes. | 
gave it unto Hagar . . . and hor child,| of the Ante Mosaic period on the.con- | 
*-T ho ‘text rea 0 same. ibe reason 
tutes of the preceding period i 
is a peculi ad 
me the history of nations etc., by natural: | | 
| and outward changes, which have carried | 
their effectsinto the bosom of a particu- il 
lar nation, and thus. transmuted the. 
position of one, 
| and changed itspoliticalexistenceand form. | 
Nos the, history of marriage among | 
| Ite origin is of 3 God himeelf has es- | 
momént of its establishment 


E 


BS 


is based on aaa in other 


com in the term “revelation ;” the 
wich we ‘will endeavour briefly to sketch. 
e revelation is divided into 
written law; ? 2nd, the law. 
tten law is contained in the five 


not accessible to. 


do 
the 


| for the law of 
m- | command Ye 


Rabbt Saha 
x. who collated the Mishna 


But the Mishna was also nr Mo 
some ple as the written law Moses, 
Those 


tion (Gemara). We must how- 
ever remark, that to the oral law belong 
also the ‘thirteen princi- 
| ples which God taught to Moses, by which 


the’ written law was to be 
and on which the discussions in the Mishna, 


| as well as ‘those in the Gemara, are based. 


The Mishna and Gemara is that 
and sublime work’known to us as the: 


Talmud ("705 
ving the outlines of 
elation ” 


And now, ha 

ei 
binical* under the second part | 
of our histo 
oses e especial Divine: 
shall not add. or diminish” 
(Deut. xii, .82), became.the standard law. 
of Israel, from, which the Jew could not,. 
and did not deviate, neither to the right 
hand nor to the left. .And though we. 
find, in the course of 

ou | modification in marriage among 
Ou | those modifications were, however, 
on the law of Moses, on 
thereof. Neither. the. T 


| Evidence,” very justly says, “'The reveal- 
‘ed law and the oral 


be 
£ 
. 
e 
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rough the founder of that sacred This order vever. was disturbed in the. 
rites. All its. statutes ised. from the | tions of the priests of his days, established. 
ng source, God, and his. Divine com- | a prophetic. school, where he taught the 
| mand, as we have shown in the preceding | the oral law to members,of other tribes. 
at_still the oral.law was not yet com- 
| disciples, and they were likewise orally 
— ey Rained till the time of Rab Asbi and Ra- 
un- 
statutes 
words, 1s the revealed r our history 
—it is therefore for us to define what we 
| books of Moses, and is that part of re 
lation which was accessible to each me 
ber of Israel, and which every one 1 
) bound by Divine command to know ; i 
manded us, 3) 
02 
(Ye shall teach it to your ck 
| dren, ‘and ye shall of it when 
are sittin and when y 
are travelling upon the road, ete. ). 
oral law is the explanation given by G 
to Moses of the written law (vide the Frappr 
every Israelite, but was 
J Levites and to the | God; 
‘in. : to whom ‘it was taught | 
| Ty Bat Moos did not do tis af 
own : was commanded to wits Ouner. .. 
God. separated | stands to the former as the to any” 
| : , and ‘commanded that they | given number, and is connec th it in 
: possessions of jand like the | two-fold manner: 1st, it inquires into 
time to. st * We choose ‘the ‘term’. “ Rabbinical,” 
Inst. Ayrubin, folio 54.) the better uuderstanding of the-pablic. 
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« 
arid 


cultivates ‘and ‘it m it, takins 
the'former as its basis.” 


Moreh Nebuchim, sec. 8, cap. 41) sa 
the High’ God knew that the 


mands of this holy law would require at 
each’ period'an addition or a diminution, 


scording to place and to the change of 
timé (which means, that man would like to 
form it to suit himself), he therefore admo- 
nished a t those additions or diminu- 
tions, and said, “ Ye shall not add nor dimi- 
Wise sa i arek, 1), “ No 
introduceany 
w in Israel ; and the forty-eight prophets 
and seven prophetesses which were in Is- 
rael did add nothing to the revealed law.” 


Samuel Idels, (ibid.), says 
that the wise men D291 were like 
the prophets restrained from introducing 
any change of lawiin Israel. And so it 


was that the improvements and modifica- | 


_ tions which either the Talmud or the Rab- 
_ bins have introduced, were, as we have 
said, based on Divine authority, 
and their decisions come to under the Di- 
vine command: “ And thou shalt come 
unto the priests, the Levites, and unto the 
judge that shall be in those days... . 
And thou shalt do . . . according to the 
2 of the law which they shall teach 
thee .. . thou shalt not decline from the 
sentence of the law which they shall show 
thee, to the right hand nor to the left” 
eut. xvii. 9—11; vide Talmud, Trea- 
Berachoth, fol. 19; Maimonides, Yad 
Hachazakah Hilchoth Mamrim); and 
therefore they were and are binding upon 
the Jews. 
- gis true that there have also been 
_ some changes made not quite in strict ac- 
_eordance with the revealed law; but these 
— were not introduced as a law in 
; were made by the judges in 
a certain time, and on a certain occasion 
(myer and this, 
was according to Divine permission (vi 
Moreh Nebuchim, sec. 3, cap. 41). But 
as it is not for us to investigate the mat- 
ter consistent with the na- 
ture of our subject, we cease expounding. 
The reader, must therefore not be sur- 
we of and explain the 


the of the We 


ids ‘the “Mosaic law’; 2nd, it | will, however 


| 


however, keep 
ble, 
therefore divide the succeding parts of 


our history into, 1, the Mosaic period, as _— 
explained in the Talmud ; 2, the Talmu- - 
dical modifications; 3, the Rabbinical or 


Gaonims modifications ; 4, the ceremo- 
nies attending a Jewish marriage in the 
Post-Mosaic period; and, 5, the chan- 


ges in the ceremonies of marriage among 


the Jews at the present time in many 
countries. | 


With these remarks we close the pre-_ 
sent chapter, which we intend as a preface | 
to the second portion of our history, the . 


Post-Mosaic period; and we shall, by 


Divine permission, commence in our next — 


the Mosaic period. 


We again resume the thread of our his- 


tory. The period which we are about to | 
lained 
of the 


develope is “ Mosaic period as 
in the Talmud ; ” the first sub-peri 
Post-Mosaic part of our history. 
In the ing chapter, which we 
intended as a preface to the second 


of our history, we have already said that : 


the Mosaic law wrought no positive chan 


in the marriage statutes of the Ante-Mo- © 


saic period. The Mosaic law has modi- 


fied and enlarged them, but not altered . 


them entirely. And so it was. In the 
Ante- Mosaic period, the female was under 
the protection, guidance and charge of 


her father, when not married, and when | 


married under that of her husband; the 


same law remained, with a slight modifica- . 


tion, in and after the Revelation. The 


Revelation did not repeal the Divine com- | 
mand given to the parents of the human 


race. ‘And he [the man] shall govern 
thee ay woman];” it did not emanci- 
the woman from her former disability 


by introducing a new statute in her fa- 


vour ; no the woman remained under the 


Revelation, as well as before, submissive . 


toman. She was a part of the house, and 
of some authori 
was, and remai 


of the human race of the liberty he granted 


her at. her creation, and made her submis- _ 
sive to man, when she misused that free~ _ 
dom he granted her, and caused her hus-— 


band to sin with her against their Creator 
and Benefactor, as the 
transgresssion, as the necessity for the real 
felicity. of the human race (comp. chap. 


i. ii.) did not and could not change it at , 


the revelation; not only because He is an 


od the other, and 


in the house; yet she . 
, subordinate to the will | 
of man.. God, who bereaved the mother . 


consequence of her | 


» ‘when man fell 


398) 


_ unchangeable God, but likewise because 
of his justice and his Divine mercy. 

two attributes of the Hely 
the continuance of the same. Ist.. His 
justice required it, 
of submission of woman to man was 
en by. God as the consequence of 
transgression. 2nd. His mercy: 
it, beeause the real felicity of man « 
ded upon it. God. who gave his holy law 
to Israel in order to elevate them above 


all other nations OSV TS 


Sau mbna »%, 
and make them as an examplary ounitn 
to all the world, that all mankind might 
learn to know their Author and imbibe 
— morality and righteousness ; in short, 
God, who chose Israel as his es 
tion, to carry the truth of his Divine es- 
. gence, and of His Divine word to the four 


corners ofthe habitable globe 


oy” so that al 
mankind may become truly happy in God 
and through God, found it necessary to 
prevent Israel from fallin in from 
the elevation upon which his divine mer- 
cy had placed them, like Adam, by the se- 
daction of woman, who is endowed by 
nature witha superior f » but has 
not the power of mind like e man to 
discern falsehood from truth ; who is at- 
tracted by outward appearances, but is 
not able to lift ‘up the veil of Iris and look 
the truth in the face; and who, therefore, 
may be easily induced to follow the vices 
of idolatry, which are clad in disguises | FY": 
of virtue, tinged up with glaring pomp, 

and dazzle the eyes of its beholder. —_ 
He, therefore, in his Divine wisdom, re- 
tained in the Revelation, the command |} 
he gave to the parents of the human race, | 
the seduction-of 
woman, that the man should be to 
woman, and he should govern her. That | 
the woman was after the revelation as be- 


be 
proved from Holy Writ, as sent It} u 
God, through the law 
given 
ging up an e eport 
che dey the marriage 
i maid,” and so make 
ull and ‘void, 
the di 


that 


These | t 


jal na- |‘ 
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her husband tried tomakehis mar. 
es oh who was by the law to de- 
fend her, and under whose protection she 
naturally returned.as soon as her husband 


declared his marriage to be null and wees : 


that the law li 
to be present; but mother did. not 


pear before the elders to 
ter, this being the office of the father. 
| The mother merely.appeared before the 
court of the elders to witness the issue of 
|the matter, and that she might taste the, 
gall‘ of public shame in case the husband 
should prove his accusation to be true; as | 


Rashi remarks, POY WI 


say, that the father appeared before the 
élders, not. so much as. the ender. 
of his daughter, as because it was 4 
as well as his daughter's, he ving: 


were she found to have been no maid, ay 


upon & is 
sation of the husbeod was ; 
to be true, the law ordered the damsel 
be stoned to death (ibid. 21, 22); but it 
purchase-m to band, 

for the doe nov 
case. 
We alo read in Holy re, 


4 
| to wile and he bated her, and 
iven occasion of speech : her-3- 
Bim to pay to the father a hundred silver 
| pieces ” (ride Dent. xxii, 13, Now 
from this law we clearly see that thedaugh~- 
. ter was under the protection of her father 
| 
| (ne nuspand. t is true, 
: , he case not one of mine and 
: t was a case of honor, where the. 
appeared in open court to prove . 
aughter’s virtue. The law says, 
ore nou married, under ule pro-| And the elders shall chastise him. 


| endow er to be his wife, Bat if her 
There are many other passages er utterly refuses to give unto 
to be found in the Bible to prove that the | he sy. money, to 
xxi. 17 
pewer of her father, but we think those the Bible sears, that’ 
we: have cited sufficient.. father had—after the Revelation, as aslihe 
dt-remains, .however, for us in as before it—the: power of granting or. 
ance -with the nature.of our history, to | denying his daughter’s hand in marriage. — 


NOVEMBER. 1, 1851. 


[he fltowing arrived at the Office too late for No. 20, we therefore give it 
insertion in this.] 


_A SUNDAY IN PARIS. 


health declining ; and upon the issue of the Hymn Book, concluded to accept an invi-.. 
tation from Elder Taylor, to accompany him to Paris, recruit my health, and visit. 
the beloved Saints, who have rendered obedience to the holy commandments of the: 
last dispensation, in this renowned metropolis of the French nation. The law pro~ 
hibits the assembling of more than twenty persons for any kind of meeting or con-_ 
ventional purposes, whether religious, political, or social, except by permission; which . 
has prevented the brethren here from making their influence felt, and publishing , 
abroad the doctrines of present revelation as they otherwise would have done. . The 
gendarmes. have full. power. to arrest. any group that may assemble for any. . 
‘purpose. whatever, and:put them at ence into prison if they think proper, which is the. 

reason why.every thing that savors of excitement has been studiously avoided by the.. 

Edders.and Saints here; but I find that a spirit. of inquiry,has gone silently:and 
faithfully abroad among many who appear. to be ef sound and stable minds, and who. 
seem, to. bestow upon the Truth the attention and serious.consideration which it merits.; 
of all:men:. indeed, so efficacious. has it been with a family of a highly respectable . 
merchant, that. he has sold out his business, and is now nearly ready to: go to. 
the Valley with his family ; they will emigrate thither next winter. Jour have: been | 
added to the youthful band within a few days past, and. the law-is that, if they.num-. 
intention.to hold regular. public meetings; but even. then: the gendarmes. have full. 
‘Tberty.and power to arrest any minister, or close" any place of worship thas legally 


and. with devotion jenploce: the blessing, of Almighty God. upon. 
their-sovereign..and .ministers.of government, that. liberty and; peace. may continue, . 


EDITORIAL, 322. 
pa ene ey por be a maid- | show. that the father had the power of 
servant, she shall not go out as the men- giving ie daughter in marriage. This 

s@evanta do * (Exod: xxi. 7): This, | may be'seen from the following 
again’ clearly-proves:that: the ‘father pos- | ral passage : “ Ifa man entice a maid that: 


breaking of bread, teaching, and confirming each other in the faith; accordingly on: - 
Sunday morning we attended one of the most respectable places of Catholic worship, 
-—the celebrated Notre cathedral, where’the Archbishop of ‘Paris is ‘said to 
officiste—with a view to learn the religious inclinations of the pedple, the Roman 
Catholic religion being predominant, and in fact nearly the only religion of the place. _ 
On the way thither, our eyes were saluted with men and women at their various 
avocations of life, as ‘on other days of the week; shops generally open, and doing as. 
much or more business than on other days; indeed the general appearance was much 
more stirring and business-like through the city than on either of the former days whickr 
T'have spent here. On arriving at the place of worship, it was a disappointment to . 
find that the excellent music, the pomp and magnificence of the ceremonies, added to 
all the regard entertained by the people for heavenly things, had only attracted about — 
one hundred, mostly aged dames, to pay their Sunflay devotion—these seemed de- 
voutly reverent. We confess we returned strongly impressed with much that we 
had heard and read of Infidel France. | 

~ Toward evening, while crossing the Champs: Elysees, on our way to the meet- 
ing of the Saints, a more stirring scene was presented; from the Palace of the 
Tuilleries to the Triumphal Arch, a distance of two-and-a-half miles, were to be 
seen thronging thousands, crowding the avenues and walks. In answer to the in- 
voluntary inquiry, what means this? we were informed that two large congregations 
had jast been dismissed, one from the Champ de Mars, field for reviewing troops, 
the other from ‘a place of meeting called the Hyppodrome ; that these places of wor- 
ship have for their religious exercises a variety of equestrian, gymnastic, olympic, and 
other games, besides many exhibitions of a nature most studiously calculated to excite 
the admiration and wonder'of the people; and that the services of both these meet. 
ings concluded with the ascension of balloons, containing some six or eight persons 
each, which we ourselves saw, standing high above ‘the ‘city, ‘and waning in the 
distance. 

It afforded a most agreeable exchange to find ourselves soon after seated among 
the Parisian Saints, singing, praying, teaching, confirming the gift of the Holy. Ghost . 
upon a new born babe in Christ, and administering the Lord’s Supper; although 
unable to address them in their native. language, and consequently prevented from 
entering so freely into the communion of their feelings ; still the gracious influences of © 
the Holy Spirit'could not be mistaken by any person present, whose heart had ever 
been warmed by its heavenly influence ; their joy increased tohear of the rapid spread — 
of the work in the British conferences, and the comforting predictions that it should 
extend far and wide in their own native land and tongue. The few who had not 
been “baptized that ventured to come and hear for themselves seemed really inter- 
ested, and their attention engaged with the subject. - ‘ The spirit of ‘inquiry is so rife, ° 
and the astrmgent influence of intolerant dominance so great, that it requires more 
watchful care, and wise deliberation, to prevent its bursting forth, and bringing down | 
the reprobation of government, than efforts to move ‘it forward. ‘The Church in » 
England does not suffer from these blighting and withering influences, and consequently | 
the British. Saints cannot fully realize these difficulties. We confess we could not; — 
but'to come and dwell only one-week in Paris, where the forebodings: of the people ‘ 
as tothe’ dreadful ‘what-may-come, ‘rests down on, and seems ‘to ‘pervade évery one 
with’ ‘whom you speak, then. one can “better appreviate ‘the’ liberty ‘of conscience, 
ef speech, and of the Press. 


330 TORI 


or- 
printed.. How. different from England and America. Yet'we feel persuaded, and 
so do the people, so: far as they express themselves, that this state of things cannot 
last long. : Buta few months ago, and the streets of this city flowed with human 
gore; batteau. loads of dead bodies, went’ down the Seine to find their long abode, ' 
and. prevent pestilence to the living, all this to obtain the present liberty of the 
French Republic, and place a President at its head, but a more fearful onslaught 
is apprehended and dreaded about the time of the next election for President, which 


takes.place in May of 1852. There are at present one hundred thousand armed men — 


on constant duty; and s-body of two hundred thousand ‘National 


be to God that the mustard seed of His kingdom is indeed planted in this: 
volcanic soil, that it is spreading its roots deep.and strong in the hearts of numbers, 
and although it may be terribly blown and shaken of very great winds, it cannot be: 
rooted up until it has grown, and the Elect of France have partaken of its fruit, and 
entered into the joys of everlasting life. . 

But to return to our interesting little meeting in the upper room of the house)’ 
‘which was full of joy to hear Elder Taylor’s voice again in their own tongue ;. he~ 
seemed to forget all the inconveniences of speaking a new language, and by the Spirit, 
administered from the abundance of his heart, the comforting words of truth; after” 
which, and some remarks by others in French and English, (interpreted), the meeting. 
dismissed about the usual hour ; 
midnight hour had elapsed, before we could reach our abode for the night... 
safe to France in its own appointment, a period of tranquility, sufficient to allow her - 
sons and daughters to hear, and obey if they will, the message brought unto them. 
‘by Apostles, Prophets, and Elders of the last dispensation, though now they are giddy, 
lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God. niles“ ca 


semi-annual reports of their respective conferences by the 10th day of December next. . 
The reports:should be made up to the Ist day of December. The items required, ares: 
the-number of Branches, Seventies, High Priests, Elders, Priests, Teachers, Deacons, 
excommunicated, dead, emigrated (if any), baptized, present number of members, and 
in-all:cases let the number of members include the number of officers and scattered 
members who are not attached to any branch ; together with the names of the Presi- 
dent :and Secretary. The Presidents will see that their secretaries furnish these re- - 
ports promptly by the 10th day of December, that we may give a true and faithful. 


statement. of the condition of the Conferences in the New Year number of the Stan. ’ 


<ANOTHER THING, BRETHREN, we require to know how many Stars your Conferen-— 


ces willtake for the next year. It will be born in mind that as there is no emigration to ' 
calculate upon, the coming winter, unless it should be unexpectedly opened; the greatly — 
increased number of the Saints, who are the fruits of this year’s labour, will enable the — 


conferences generally, to equalize the circulation of their present numbers taken, so as t0 
wender the.same quite convenient among allthe branches. Should some of the branches" 
not have increased their numbers so much as other branches in the same conference, - 
the circulation ean be equalized among them at the commencement of the year, 80 28 to 
become quité easy'and cotivenient for all; © You-can increase your orders for as many 


miore than you now take, as you may wish to, at one penny each; but to reduce your’ — 
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orders, would :bring: "The-presidents: 
and agents, of both oonferenees and branches, should :unitedly make their calculations 
what.the inerease.of members may probably, be during: the year, and order as many of 
No..,.1 at the commencement of: the volume,‘as' they will.be likely to want at any time. 
during the year; then they will always have them.en hand to supply new members who. 
may wish to commence taking the Stans at.any subsequent period of the year; and who, 
because they cannot.get the back numbers of the volume, will not take them until the 
commencement.of another volume... Many of the presidents and: agents, supposed they 
had. calculated thus. liberally at the commencement of the present volume, but have. 
since learned their mistake, and are.unableto obtain the early numbers in consequence. 
Brethren, the work of the Lord is increasing mightily, and the:Saints of the Lord 
should increase their. faith, enlarge their views, believe in great things, and a great 
many of them, and.so live before the: Lord as to be able to ask for, and reeeive them 
for|according to the faith of the Saints, 80 is; very mach, the amount of blessing from - 
oar Heavenly, Father upon his work made 'to depend: If the Elders and: Saints be-- 
dieve that many will be added to the Church, their works will correspond, and they 
will increase their orders for Stans accordingly. Do not fail to let us 
This luminary was first discovered by Elder’ Erastus Snow in Scandinavia; and as’ 


diseoverers usually give names to objects of their discovery, so has Elder Snow 


titled’ this new ‘reflector, “ Shanvinabiens Sttetne.” ‘We confess we'did not derive’ 
that amount ‘of light’ from: its reflection ourself which we might have done had it 
shone'through an English medium ; but having a knowledge of the matter of which. 
it is composed, and 'an idea of the general laws of media, we learned that it reflected 
essentially the same rays of light'as our own little journal. And’ we are sure it must 
be hailed as a discovery of the first importance by ‘all Scandinavian observers who are’ 
fond of knowing heavenly things. We congratulate Elder Snow and the Danish 
Seints upon this very important acquisition of ‘to reflect light upon the paths of 
the -benighted.sons of men in that part of the.earth; and we hope that such encourage- 
ment: will be freely extended -to him, as shall enable him to issue regularly, and in- 
of Godin the earth, in these the latter days. Weshall be happy to exchange. — 
‘We may here. tat: dee 
sheets of the Book of Mormon in Italian ;: it iseprogreming favourably. © While‘in . 
Paris. we saw several. sheets. of the same work in the French language also. In the 
‘issue: of: this. work the translators and publishers have many difficulties to contend 
with, which delay its. appearance much longer than was anticipated ;. but patience'and . 
perseveranee, will overcome. all these: obstacles, and though “the: vision: tarty, 
five-or six sheets of the Book of Mormon:in print in the Weleh language. iIn:a:for+: 
mer-namber of. the Stan. we ordered some of the Dectrine and Covenants in Welsh, _ 


_ by-mistake,—one handred copies were named : it should have been two hundred;—~and 


we. take. the present opportanity. 
Mormon, as soon as. it is outiof press. 


Elder Wm.. Landen the. ent, Se, Elder. 


anstructions from’ Elder Lorenzo: Snow; who expects to follow them'as:soon as the Htalian 
version of the Book of Mormon is out of press, and-the necessary arrangements for the 
aniasions are completed. Elder Snew has also appdinted Elder Obray, of Sheerness, a. 
mission to Malta. It is with feelings.of the liveliest.imterest:we make these announce- 

ments, and humbly supplicate the blessings of Almighty: God ‘upon these brethren, 
that their lives and healths may be: precious.in His sight that His angels may receive- 
charge concerning them, and, preserve them from all evil, clothe them with the Spirit 
of revelation, and. give them power in the priesthood to bring many souls to the know- 
Jedge. of. God. These wise and faithfal men are worthy ofthe prayers and interces- 
sions of a great and good people 5 and we assure. them the faith of the British Saints 
will, be in active exercise in, their, behalf,.and: with longing anxiety will they ‘wait the 
due time for the joyous tidings of the establishment of our holy institation—the Charch 
of Christ--among the sons of India, . Will ‘Eiders. Willis, Findlay, and Obray com- 
municate with us freely of. the conditioris of the people among whom they are ap- 


ORGANIZATIONS AND APPOINTMENTS. 
‘Te times fast approaching, when five Presidents’ wilt talks: their: 


departure from this land, for the: home of: the: Saints, in the distant vallies of'the 


Rocky Mountains, viz. : Elders Eli‘B: Kelsey, John Higbee,;-Lewis Robbins, John 
Spiers, and James D. Ross. These brethren have labored diligently and successfully 
_ em their missions, and have our entire approbation and blessing-in retiring from their 
several fields of labor. In appointing their successors, the Presidency of the British 
‘churehes-bas had in consideration the suggestion of the First Presidency in Zion upon 
the subject of appointments, as contained in their Fourth’ General Epistle, ‘on pages. 
fifty-three and: fifty-four of the present:volame of ‘the Star. In pursuance of which, 


and as the best interests of the work seem to require, we have ordained the following — 


London Conference the Newbury; Cold ‘Ash, Witidsor, Reading 
Woburn Green, Ramsbury, Weston, Hungerford, Uxbridge, Andover, Wroughton,. 
and: Alton be oxganixed; ‘end called Reading Conférence, 
over which Elder: Thomas Squires, of Newbary, is ‘appointed President. 
Brighton, Dover, Faversham, Sheerness,'-Gravesend; Shoreham, Milton, 
‘Minster, ‘Hersham, Hastings; and - ‘Chatham ‘branches: be: organized, and called “the 
over ite... 
Watfords Be Abate, Malden, Box- 
and :Colchester branches be orgattized, and: called’ the Hssex'Con- 

That those distant: ‘up by Travelling Elders from 
Londen: Conference in Devonshire and Cornwall; together with all other branches 
situated in. Cornwall, be organized, called the: Land's Ead ‘Conference ;— Elder 
_ William G, Mills, of Bath, is: appdinted to the presidency of this conference, with 
thither andy:witlt the Biders now laboring there, 
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Whihall the foregoing London Oofernce wil il onto shoot 


Eder Wilines now lboaring in the Stardshire Confrence, wil ceed 

Elder Higbee to the presidency of Newcastle-upon-Tyne Conference. 

_In the Sheffield Conference :—That the Nottingham, Mansfield, Sutton, Eastwood, 
Heanor, New Brinsley, Ison Green, New Radford, Arnold, Hucknall, “Calverton, 

Rider John Albiston, of Ashton-under-Lyne, appointed to the presidency of 

In the Bedford Conference :—"That'the Cambridge, Graveley,’ Fenistanton, Orwell, 
Doddington, Chatteries, Somersham, Bishops-Stortford, West 
Walton, and Huntingdon branches, be organized, and called the Cambridgeshire 
Conference, over which Elder J. V. Long, of Sheffield, is appointed to preside. 

Elder Job Smith is appointed President of the Bedfordshire Conference. 
| Elder John Hyde, sen., of London, will succsed Elder J. D. Ross to the presi- 
dency of the Cheltenham Conference. 

__ Elders Jacob Gates, Isaac ©. Haight, Robert Campbell, Jesse W. Crosby, ‘and 
Appleton M. Harmon, will hold themselves in readiness, to act under letters of in- 
struction from ne ¢t all tines, and in'such' of the conferenites as thetrdabors shell be 
most needed. 

Elder John O. Angus wil Eder Gates to the presidency of the 
shire Conference, 

Elder Abraham Marchant, of Bath, wil moceed Elder Haight to the presidency of 
the Birmingham Conference. 

Bier John Lyoi will mooeed Eider Campbell to the presideney of the Glaggow 
Conference. 

Elder Matthew Rowan, now laboring inthe Staffordshire Conference, will saneed 
Elder Lyon to the presidency of the Worcestershire Conference. — 4 

‘Eder William Speakman, of London, wil moosed Crosby to the presidency 
of the Warwickshire Conference. 

: Elder John Carmicheel, now laboring in the Neweastloupon-Tyne Conference 
will succeed Elder Harmon to the presidency of the Carlisle Conference. — 

Elder Thomas Handy, of Mansfield, in the Sheffield conference, is appointed to suc- 
eonference. 

thie above are dedigned to. take with the New Tew, 
it is important that the newly-appointed presidents should be in their contemplated 
fields of labor, some time previous, and. become thoroughly acquainted with all the in- 
terests of their conferences, before their predecessors shall vacate in their favour; It 
should take their places as early as circumstances will permit. 
Elders Kelsey, Robbins, Highes, Spiers, and Ross, still we know their desires to gather 
to their families and brethren ..in the west, and we feel .to:bless them for the ‘un- 
wearied diligence with which they have. dispensed the words and ordinances of life 
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wish the presidents who succeed. them to units halt ieteanaeal 
them to go comfortably, that as they leave our shores, they may bear in their bosoms 
the high consideration that their labours are justly estimated by those upon whom 


they have been bestowed, as well as the superior consideration that they are approved — 


by their own consciences, and their God... 

We also call upon:the Saints.of the Norwich and. Worcestershire Conferences te 
manifest their sense of the years of untiring exertion made in their behalf by Elder 
Thomas Smith, their father and founder in the Gospel. Brother Smith has labored 
with unremitting assiduity, for about ten years past, in building up these two confer- 
ences; and many hundreds are now enjoying the greatest of all blessings—the know- 
jedge and favour of God—through his instrumentality. Honored with a tender and 
dependant family, and bending under the weight of mature years, his physical system 
impaired by former hardships and scanty subsistence for the Gospel’s sake, he pants 
- for a home with the Saints in the west, and desires a furlough of release from the 
service awhile. We feel that this righteous desire should be granted him, and re- 
quest that the presidents and Saints of these two conferences espouse his cause with 


warmth and energy, that they may enable brother Smith to go to the bosom of the 


. D. RicHarps. 
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Green Street, Colomberie, St. Helliers, Jersey, October, 1861. 

ear Brother,—As a great many of | nor the necessity of this periodical being 

a, in England, although acquaint- | supported to save the Saints from the ig- 

ok with my address, are not aware of the | nominy of failure—these things are known 
price of the “ Etoile du Déseret,” (Star to all. 

of Deseret,) I beg to inform them that |. Nor will I advert to the immense value 

‘they are 23d. each number, and that they these publicat‘ons will bein years to come, 

_ are published once a month. when thousands shall seek after the first 


Of the utility, I might almost say duty, | numbers with as much avidity as are now 
of each Saint to possess himself of copies | sought the first volumes of ye Bilger 


of all the revelations of God in this age, | Star.” . Such thin lain to 


in all languges, I will. say nothing, for it | every Saint to need mgiers 
but. strike every mind that if the I only request that the brethren. will send 


revealed will of God is worthy to be | their orders and directions. 
‘known, copies of it are also suethe tebe With earnest affection, I am, ‘tan 


brother in the 
I will not allude to the youthfulness of 


the work in France, the enter- | 
prise of establishing a periodical there,{ To President F. D. Richards. 


PRAYER. 


There is an eye that never sleeps, ‘That eye is fix’d on seraph throngs; 
- Beneath the wing of night; | That ear is fill'd with angels’ songs; 
‘There is an ear that never shuts, _ That arm upholds the world on high ; 
When sink the beams of light. _--— ‘That love is thron’d beyond the sky. 
There is an arm that never tires, But there’s a power which men can wield, 
. When homan strength gives way; When mortal aid is vain :-— : 
‘There is a Jove that never fails, That eye, that arm, that love to reach, 


- That power is prayer, which soars on high, 
_ And feeds on bliss beyond thesky, 
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